FANTINA ENGINEERING

15 Sunset Drive

Bernardsville, New Jersey  07924

(908) 696-9598

dfantina@fantinaengineering.com
April 15, 2020
Topology
60 Union Street, #1N

Newark, NJ 07105

Attn: Greer Patras, AICP, PP, South Orange Planning Board Planner
Re: 42 Church Street (Block 1902, Lot 8, Township of South Orange Village)
Dear Ms. Patras:
In response to your review of April 3, 2020 and our subsequent appearance before the board at the virtual meeting of April 6, 2020 enclosed please find one copy of the above -referenced plan with a revision date of April 15, 2020.  Our responses to the specific items mentioned in your letter are as follows:
I. Site Description: No response is necessary.

II. Proposal: No response is necessary.

III. Variance Discussion: The applicant has hired a professional planner who will testify at the board meeting.
IV. Completeness Discussion: Please see below.
A. No response is necessary.

B. The following is provided in response to your comments:

1. Item #17: You are correct that the property is in proximity to the Rahway River.  However, as noted in General Note #7 on Sheet 1 of the plans, the property is not located within a flood hazard zone.  In addition, riparian buffers would not be applicable because the area to be disturbed is already used as a parking/driving area.  The increase in stormwater generated by the project will be negligible, as discussed in more detail in Item #5, below.
2. Item: 30: An extremely brief synopsis of the compliance with the design standards has been added to Sheet 3.  The items listed on Sheet 3 correspond to the specific details listed in the ordinance.
3. Item #32/#49: A copy of the survey is enclosed.
4. Item #43: Utility locations (to the best of our knowledge) are shown on Sheet 3 along with appropriate notes.  The HVAC units will be mounted on the roof and will not be visible from Church Street.
5. Item #52: The very small amount of increase in impervious surfaces (439 SF) is much too small to cause any measurable increase in runoff or to require the installation of any stormwater management devices.  In many municipalities there is a threshold of 500 SF of 1000 Sf, below which stormwater management features are not considered to be warranted. 
6. Remaining Items: Sheet 3 has been added to the plans.  This sheets addresses (in a somewhat limited way) the landscaping, utility, stormwater management, circulation, & lighting.

C. The board deemed that the application could be heard at the May 4, 2020 meeting.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.
Yours truly,

David E. Fantina, PE

CC: Gerard Ohen, with plan
       South Orange Planning Board, with 20 copies of plan
       Hayk Ekshian, with plan

       John McDonnough, with plan

       William Kurzenberger, with plan

