   








#08-16
THE TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE

PASSED ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 145 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE, TAXICABS

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of Trustees of the Township of South Orange Village, a municipal corporation of New Jersey, located in Essex County New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  All of existing Chapter 145 of the Code of the Township of South Orange Village, Taxicabs, is hereby repealed and replaced as provided for in Section 2 below.

Section 2.  Chapter 145 of the Code of the Township of South Orange Village, Taxicabs, is amended to provide as follows:
Chapter 145: TAXICABS

ARTICLE I 
General Provisions

§ 145-1. Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

AUTOCAB — Any automobile or vehicle, also known as a limousine, engaged in the business of carrying passengers for hire and operating from private property only, either by the trip, hour, day or other fixed period or to transport passengers to a specified place, or which charges a fare or price agreed upon in advance between the operator and the passenger and which does not solicit or accept passengers for hire upon the public streets, taxicab stand or any other public places of or within the village.

CAB DRIVER'S LICENSE — The permission granted by the village, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, to a person to drive a taxicab on the streets of the village.

CRUISING — The prohibited practice of driving a taxicab on the streets or other public places of the village in search of prospective passengers, or the soliciting of, while on said streets, prospective passengers.
ON-CALL — Reservation of a cab driver and his/her taxicab while he/she is proceeding to, or has stopped at, a place or address to receive passengers pursuant to a specific call or request or by direction of his/her dispatcher.

OWNER — A person, corporation or other legal entity, partnership or unincorporated association owning any vehicle or holding or controlling any vehicle under a conditional sales contract, lease, chattel mortgage or other security agreement, formal or informal rental agreement or otherwise.
RATE CARD — A card, in a format provided for herein, to be displayed in each taxicab which contains the rates of fare in force.
TAXICAB — Any automobile or motor vehicle commonly called "taxi," not operated on a fixed route, which is engaged in the business of carrying passengers for hire, with a seating capacity of seven persons or less, not including the driver, and which is held out, announced or advertised to operate or run over the public streets or highways in the village, and accepts and discharges passengers who may require transportation from points or places within the village to other points or places within or without the village.

TAXICAB LICENSE — The permission granted by the village, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, to the owner of one or more taxicabs to operate such vehicles, or cause them to be operated, as a taxicabs in the village.
TAXI STAND — A public place alongside the curb of a street or elsewhere in the village which has been designated by the village as reserved exclusively for the use of taxicabs.

§ 145-2. Applicability. 

A.
Nothing contained in this chapter shall be deemed to apply to autobuses, or autocabs.

B.
Any vehicle of a category regulated by this chapter which is licensed by any other municipality for the uses to which the regulations in this chapter apply shall be entitled to have a license issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and shall be subject to the other regulations imposed hereby, provided that the clerk is provided with a Certificate of Compliance issued by such other municipality pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:16-6 and 48:16-7.

§ 145-3. Liability insurance. [Amended 12-18-1995 by Ord. No. 95-39]

A.
No license provided for by this chapter shall issue or remain valid unless the owner of each licensed vehicle shall have on file in the office of the Township Clerk an effective policy of automobile liability insurance issued by a financially sound insurance corporation of or authorized to transact business in the state, insuring the owner, every driver and any operator of such vehicle against liability imposed by law for damages because of bodily injury, including death, sustained by any person and injury to or destruction of property, including the loss of use thereof, caused by accident occurring by reason of the ownership, maintenance or use of the motor vehicle for which such license is sought or has been issued. The amounts of the limits of liability coverage to be afforded by such policy shall be a minimum of $100,000 per person, $300,000 per accident on account of bodily injury or death suffered by any person as the result of an accident and $10,000 for property damage in each such accident. Every such policy of insurance shall contain a provision that no cancellation of the policy shall become effective until after the expiration of five days' written notice of such proposed cancellation, forwarded by the insurance company to the Village Clerk.

B.
The Village Clerk shall notify each insurance company that the Township of South Orange Village has issued a taxicab license based upon a policy of insurance issued by that company which requires a minimum insurance of $100,000 per person, $300,000 per accident on account of bodily injury and $10,000 on account of property damages in each accident and that the Township of South Orange Village requires each such policy of insurance contain a provision that no cancellation of a policy shall become effective until after the expiration of five days' written notice of such proposed cancellation, forwarded by the insurance company to the Village Clerk.

§ 145-4. Operation of vehicles and conduct of drivers.  The following provisions shall be observed in the general operation of vehicles licensed under this chapter: 
A. All vehicles, particularly the interior thereof, shall be kept clean and in good condition.

B. Every taxicab shall display both on the back of the front seat and viewable from the front seat a rate card showing the approved fares as provided by this chapter.

C. Every taxicab shall carry upon its exterior a professionally prepared permanent sign bearing the word "taxi" or "taxicab," so located, constructed and illuminated as to be readily observable by pedestrians and other members of the public whose transportation is solicited.

D. The Owner and its agents shall transport their passengers to their destinations consistent with all state law and regulation, with all due respect for their comfort and privacy, while maintaining such records as may be necessary to record time, date, locations and fare for each trip.

ARTICLE II 
Taxicab License

§ 145-5. License required.   No owner of a taxicab(s) shall operate or permit such taxicab(s) to be operated as such unless a taxicab(s) license has been issued for said vehicle(s) by the village. The taxicab license required by this section for taxicabs shall be in addition to the cab driver's license required for each driver of a taxicab.  The Village Clerk shall issue an original license for each vehicle to be operated, which license shall be visibly on display at all times of operation.
§ 145-6. Application.   The application for a taxicab license shall be filed with the Village Clerk upon forms provided by the Village Clerk. It shall be verified under oath and shall furnish the following information: 
A. The name and address of the applicant; if the owner applicant is a partnership, the names and addresses of the partners and their respective interests in the partnership, if the owner applicant is a corporation, the names and addresses of all the officers, directors and stockholders, and if the applicant is not the vehicle owner, the name and address of the vehicle owner.

B. The year, vehicle identification number, type, model and color of all vehicles to be licensed.

C. The passenger capacity of the vehicles, not including the driver's seat.

D. The number of vehicles for which the license shall be applied for which are to be operated or controlled by the applicant and the location of plannned depots and terminal points.

E. The insignia or color scheme, if any, to be used to designate the vehicle or vehicles of the applicant.

F. The criminal record, if any, of the applicant; and if the applicant is a corporation, partnership or incorporated association, the criminal record, if any, of each person participating in the ownership or management of the applicant as stockholder, partner, officer, manager or otherwise.

G. Such information as the form of the application may require, including a power of attorney as required by N.J.S.A. 48:16-5.

§ 145-7. Qualifications of applicant.   Every individual or individual member of a partnership applying for a taxicab license shall be at least 18 years of age. If the applicant is a corporation, such corporation shall be organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Jersey. 
§ 145-8. Issuance.   No taxicab license shall be issued:  Unless the applicant shall have complied with the provisions of those sections of the statutes of the State of New Jersey pertaining to taxicabs. After a taxicab license is issued, the holder thereof shall be required to continue to comply with said statutory provisions of the State of New Jersey.
§ 145-9. Approval.  The Village Administrator shall consider all applications for taxicab licenses. If he finds that the taxicab applicant meets the requirements of state law and this chapter, he shall authorize the Village Clerk to issue the license.
§ 145-10. Terms of licenses and time for filing of renewal applications.   Licenses shall be issued for annual terms, January 1 through December 31.  Applications for renewal licenses shall be filed not later than November 15.  An applicant filing late shall assume the risk that the application may be acted upon after the expiration date. 
§ 145-11. Fees. 

A.
The fee for each taxicab or renewal thereof shall be annually such fee as is established by resolution of the Board of Trustees, plus the actual cost of criminal background checks. Said fee shall accompany the application.  No fee shall be refunded because the license applied for is denied.

B.
In addition to the fee provided for in § 145-12A, the applicant shall pay annually such fee as is established by resolution of the Board of Trustees, for each licensed vehicle for the use of taxi stand(s).
§ 145-12. Transfer restrictions.   No taxicab license shall be sold, assigned or otherwise transferred. 
§ 145-13. Grounds for suspension or revocation.   Any taxicab license issued under this chapter may be suspended or revoked if:
A.
The licensee has violated any of the provisions of this chapter or of any applicable federal or state law or other ordinance of the village; or

B.
A cab driver employed or controlled by the owner has violated any provision of this chapter.
C.
Owner or driver have engaged in cruising.
§ 145-14. Procedure for suspension or revocation. 

A. Any license may be revoked or suspended for cause at any time by the Village Administrator upon notice in writing to the licensee of the charge or charges against the licensee and a granting to the licensee of an opportunity to be heard thereon, if requested; provided, however, that an initial suspension of not over 10 days may be ordered prior to the hearing for the determination of the charges.

B. The licensee shall answer, in writing, the charges made against him within five days of the receipt thereof by him and shall endorse thereon a demand for a hearing if one is requested by him.
C. A time and place shall be fixed for the hearing, and at least five days' notice thereof shall be served upon the licensee.

D. At the hearing the party charged with a violation of this chapter or with other violations may make such statement in his own behalf or through witnesses or submit such verified or unverified statements as he may desire.

E. The Administrator shall proceed to a decision thereon sustaining or dismissing the charges and taking such action as may be appropriate.

ARTICLE III 
Taxicab Driver's License

§ 145-15. License required.   No person shall drive a taxicab for hire upon the streets of the village, and no owner of a taxicab shall permit it to be so driven, and no taxicab licensed by the village shall be driven at any time for hire, unless the driver of said taxicab shall have first obtained and shall have then in force a taxicab driver's license issued under the provisions of this Article; provided, however, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to the drivers of duly licensed taxicabs of other municipalities, which taxicabs originate fares in municipalities where licensed. 
§ 145-16. Application. 

A. An application for a taxicab driver's license, and each renewal, shall be filed with the Village Clerk on forms to be provided by the Village Clerk. The application shall be verified under oath and shall contain such information as may be necessary for the South Orange Police Department to ascertain the criminal record of the applicant:

B. Each application and each renewal shall be accompanied by two passport-type photographs of the applicant in front view, taken within 30 days of the date of the application, two inches by two inches in size, and such fee as is established by resolution of the Board of Trustees, and the cost of the police department for a criminal records check.  Upon issuance of the license, the taxi stand fee also shall be paid.
§ 145-17. Qualifications of applicant.   Every applicant for a cab driver's license, in addition to such other qualifications as may be required by any other applicable law, shall: 
A. Be at least 18 years of age.

B. Be able to speak, comprehend, read and write the English language.

C. Hold a valid and current driver's license from the State of New Jersey and shall not have been convicted of a crime
§ 145-18. Investigation.   The Police Department shall conduct an investigation of the applicant with respect to a conviction of crime and shall report the results of such investigation to the Village Administrator. 
§ 145-19. Approval. 

A. The Village Administrator shall approve an application for a taxicab driver's license whenever he shall find that all of the requirements in this chapter provided for have been fulfilled.

B. Applicants denied a license shall be given an opportunity, on reasonable notice, to appear before the Administrator and be heard in support of the application.

§ 145-20. Term of licenses and time for filing of renewal applications.   Licenses shall be issued for annual terms, January 1 through December 31.  Applications for renewal licenses shall be filed annually not later than November 15. An applicant filing late shall assume the risk that the application may be acted upon after the expiration date. 
§ 145-21. Issuance. 

A. Upon approval of the application for a cab driver's license as provided, a license shall be issued by the Village Clerk to the applicant.

B. Each license issued shall be numbered, shall bear the name of the licensee, a photograph of the licensee, shall be signed by the licensee and prominently displayed while operating a taxicab.

§ 145-22. Grounds for suspension or revocation.   Any cab driver's license issued under this chapter may be suspended or revoked in the manner specified in § 145-26 if the licensee has violated any of the provisions of this chapter or of any applicable federal or state law or other ordinance of the village. 
§ 145-23. Procedure for suspension or revocation. 

A. Any taxicab driver's license may be revoked or suspended for cause at any time by the Village Administrator upon notice in writing of the charge or charges against the licensee and an opportunity to be heard thereon, if requested; provided, however, that an initial suspension of not over 10 days may be ordered prior to the hearing for the determination of the charges.

B. The licensee shall answer, in writing, the charges made against him within five days of the receipt thereof by him and shall endorse thereon a demand for a hearing if one is requested by him.

C. A time and place shall be fixed for the hearing and at least five days' notice thereof shall be served upon the licensee.

D. At the hearing the party charged with a violation of this chapter or with other violations may make such statements in his own behalf or through witnesses or submit such verified or unverified statements as he may desire.

E. The Village Administrator shall proceed to a decision thereon sustaining or dismissing the charges and suspending or revoking the license.

ARTICLE IV 
Fares/Notice of Service Availability
§ 145-24. Fares.  Each licensed taxi must annually file with the Village Clerk, and prominently and clearly display, in the front and rear passenger section of the taxi, a fare schedule printed with at least 12 point. Times Roman or similar font.  The fare schedule, in its final format established by the Village Clerk, must be submitted therein to the Village Clerk no later than the date of licensing or for renewal.  The schedule must include:
1. Maximum fare from South Orange to each destination;
2. Maximum fare surcharge for each additional drop-off address per trip;

3. Time of day and day of week surcharges, if any; and
4. Rate per mile for all other destination.

Travel from any location in South Orange to any destination in:

1. South Orange

2. Maplewood

3. Millburn - east of Old Short Hills Road and Main Street
4. Millburn - west of Old Short Hills Road and Main Street
5. Livingston - east of JFK Parkway and south of Northfield Avenue
6. Livingston - west of JFK Parkway and north of Northfield Avenue
7. West Orange - south of Northfield Avenue
8. West Orange - north of Northfield Avenue
9. Orange - south of Interstate-280
10. Orange - north of Interstate-280
11. Irvington - west of Garden State Parkway
12. Irvington - east of Garden State Parkway
13. Newark - west of Garden State Parkway
14. Newark - east of Garden State Parkway
15. Newark Penn Station, Newark 

16. New Jersey Performing Arts Center , Newark 
17. Prudential Center Arena, Newark 
18. Manhattan, New York - south of 59th Street

19. Manhattan, New York - north of 59th Street 

20. Newark Liberty Airport, Newark/Elizabeth

21. Kennedy Airport, Queens, New York

22. LaGuardia Airport, Queens, New York

§ 145-25. Notice of on-call service availability.   Every licensed owner must post at locations directed by the Village Administrator public notices of on-call service availability.  Such notices shall state the time of the day and day of the week that the owner shall provide taxi service and a telephone number by which potential customers may secure service.  Failure to provide service as noticed shall constitute good cause for revocation of both taxi and taxicab driver licenses
ARTICLE V

Penalty
§ 145-26. Violations and penalties.   Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be subject to punishment as set forth in § 1-20 of this Code
Section 3.  This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as required by law.

The above ordinance was passed on second and final reading by the Board of


Trustees of the Township of South Orange Village, County of Essex, NJ at a


Special Meeting held on Monday, September 8, 2008.
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